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varieties due to the bacillus of Friedlander or of Eberth, are presented. 
Next the operative procedures, the different varieties of thoracentesis, 
of aspiratory drainage, of pleurotomy, each discussed under the titles of 
its proposer, are briefly and satisfactorily described. To this point we 
find simply a resume of existing literature, covering 100 pages. The 
real value of the work lies in the next one hundred and fifty pages. Of 
these fifty are occupied with the consequences and accidents after opera¬ 
tion. Aside from the accidents of operation, properly so called, and 
which are sufficiently well described in text-books, such accidents com¬ 
plicating infectious (abscess of brain) or nervous accidents, described 
under the clinical forms of syncopal, convulsive or hemiplegic, ex¬ 
plained as toxic, mechanical or dynamic, are fully presented, and their 
treatment and prophylaxis briefly outlined. To the results of, and indi¬ 
cations for, operations, an entire division is assigned. Here, again, 
thoracentesis, aspiratory drainage, and pleurotomy are taken up and 
their respective value in given cases determined. Still further, the indi¬ 
cations from the bacteriological and anatomical stand-points are consid¬ 
ered. On substantially the same plan the chronic empyemas receive 
attention. It is not often that a monograph so thoroughly satisfies the 
reader as this has done. The extensive acquaintance with existing 
literature as it has been made by the French, German, British, and, by 
no means the last or least, the American workers in the field, the broad 
view of the subject independent of school or theory, the carefully studied 
deductions all tend to make this a work of value to the physician as 
well as the surgeon. He who wishes to know the subject as it is to-day 
should study this book, and he who believes that one method is appli¬ 
cable to all kinds and conditions of empyema will learn that certain 
ends are best accomplished by varying means, of which this work gives 
full variety. While we must assent in general to the conclusions reached 
so carefully and painstakingly, we do not agree with the laudation of 
the phonendoscope as found on pp. 293 et seq., and “ which should be 
carried as well as the ordinary stethoscope.” Nor do we believe that it 
should “ be preferred to radiography.” We are of the opinion that the 
slight importance attained by the phonendoscope after months of ex¬ 
ploitation is not likely to be increased. 

In closing this brief review we commend the book to the practitioner 
as complete, in general sound, and containing much that is helpful. 

R. W. W. 


A Manual of Otology. By Gokham Bacon, A.M., M.D., Professor of 
Otology in Cornell University Medical College, N. Y. With an intro¬ 
ductory chapter by Clarence J. Blake, M.D., Professor of Otology in 
the Harvard Medical School, Boston. In one handsome 12mo. volume of 
400 pages, with 109 engravings and one colored plate. New York and 
Philadelphia : Lea Brothers & Co., 1898. 

This excellent manual successfully attempts exactly what its size 
warrants, in giving to students and practitioners a brief but most prac¬ 
tical introduction into the management of ear diseases; while specialists 
who already know the author’s competence will be glad to have his sue- 
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cinct judgments upon the many points which are rather new or still 
unsettled. Radical where he sees his way clear, and sharp-cut in the 
expression of his views, Dr. Bacon is yet a determined opponent of the 
fledgeling “ advances” which are constantly being launched for brief 
flight and destructive fall; and only those new ideas and methods of 
treatment which have rational basis and real applicability find here 
place except for words of warning or condemnation. Old methods 
have their deserved indorsement and precise description; but we must 
dissent from the advice that spraying with 4 per cent, cocaine solution 
should “in all cases” (if ever) precede catheterization. Some of the 
anatomical details have not the clearness which could be desired, and 
Leidy’s epoch-marking demonstration, that the antrum is the posterior 
tympanic cavity, and not a mastoid cell around which has crystallized 
much of the advanced surgery of the ear, has not its due recognition. 
Yet the most modern of aural surgery is none the less well presented ; 
for the author is one who has found that he must himself operate not 
only in mastoid empyemas, but in sinus-thrombosis and brain-abscess 
cases, and restore nasal patulency by removing adenoids and straight¬ 
ening septums, if he is to have them done as his knowledge of his cases 
shows to be best. The book well defines the advance ground of the 
skilful and daring yet really conservative otologist; and while not all 
of his colleagues and still fewer of his students can expect at once to be 
able to follow his lead, they will do well to go no farther, but strive to 
perfect themselves within the field which he has so well marked out. 

B. A. R. 


Diseases of Women: A Manual of Gynecology. Designed Espe¬ 
cially fok the Use of Students and General Practitioners. By 
F. H. Davenport, A.B., M.D., Assistant Professor in Gynecology, Har¬ 
vard Medical School; Assistant Surgeon to the Free Hospital for Women, 
Boston. Third edition, revised and enlarged. With 156 illustrations. 
Pp. 391. Philadelphia and New York: Lea Brothers & Co., 1898. 

For nine years Davenport’s Manual of Gynecology has been of value 
to those members of the profession who do not perform gynecological 
operations, but who practise the minor treatment of diseases of women. 
Its third edition has been enlarged by a brief description of the prin¬ 
cipal operations of gynecology. In its present form it contains a clear 
and concise statement of the routine treatment of gynecological cases, 
including office applications to the endometrium, the fitting of pessaries, 
and other similar procedures. In treating of operations, notably the 
closure of the perineum, some excellent simple plates have been added 
which are of decided practical value. 

The author has not, however, made the book a modern text-book, 
because many of the procedures which he describes are not now prac¬ 
tised by those most thoroughly informed upon the subject. Some 
minor methods of treatment of distinct value are not mentioned in the 
book. Among them are general massage and Swedish movements for 
the corrections of displacements, pelvic massage for displacement and 



